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Impact of the Monte Giarolo Wind Farm on the
Sahaja Yoga Community

Introduction

Numerous statements have been submitted to the Ministry regarding the environmental,
visual, and economic impacts of the proposed "Monte Giarolo" Wind Farm project. However,
this document highlights an aspect that has been seriously overlooked so far: the impact of
the wind farm on the Sahaja Yoga community, which has its global centre in Val Borbera.

Project Overview

The "Monte Giarolo" wind farm was presented in 2023 to the Ministry of the Environment
and Energy Security by the company 15 piu Energia S.r.l. to obtain a Single Environmental
Permit (PUA). The project involves the installation of a wind farm consisting of 20 wind
turbines, each with a total height of 209 metres (including a 128-metre tower and three blades
approximately 80 metres each) and an individual power output of 6.2 MW.

The layout of the plant includes, on the western ridge, the installation of four turbines
between Monte Giarolo and Passo di Brusamonica, one near Monte Pana, and three along the
secondary ridge extending from Monte Cosfrone towards Val Borbera. On the eastern ridge,
twelve turbines will be placed along the ridge between Monte Chiappo and Monte Boglelio.
To ensure the transportation of components to the construction site, a 23 km long and 6-7
metres wide access road will be built, allowing access to the installation sites. The
construction site will involve moving approximately 580,000 cubic metres of soil, part of
which will be reused on-site, while the remaining material will be transferred to designated
areas.

The electricity generated by the wind turbines will be transmitted via underground cables
along Provincial Road 140 to a transformation station in Vendersi. From this station, a 21 km
high-voltage power line will connect the plant to the national grid at Vignole Borbera.

The Sahaja Yoga Community in Val Borbera

Sahaja Yoga is an international spiritual movement founded by Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi in
1970. Shri Mataji is considered one of the most significant spiritual figures of the 20th
century (here is a list of awards and recognitions). During her childhood, she attended
Gandhi's ashram, who affectionately called her "Nepali" due to her Nepalese features. As a
teenager and university student, Shri Mataji actively participated in the Indian independence
movement. From 1970 onwards, she dedicated her life to humanity, spreading Sahaja Yoga
meditation, a method she developed to foster inner awakening through self-realisation (Shri
Mataji Nirmala Devi, 2024).



In her numerous public talks, Shri Mataji emphasized the spiritual value of nature, describing
it as a Mother who gives and sustains life, a living entity to be respected and venerated, in
Sanskrit, 'Shri Bhoomi Devi', the Goddess of Earth. She also encouraged craftsmanship and
handmade products (Shri Mataji, 1990). Therefore, her followers today maintain a sacred
relationship with the land.

Shri Mataji recognised the great spiritual value of Val Borbera and believed that some of its
mountains had "the same vibrations (spiritual energy) as those found in the Himalayas". In
the early 1990s, Shri Mataji and the Sahaja Yoga community established their international
centre within Palazzo Doria in Cabella Ligure. Since then, Cabella Ligure has become the
global centre for the movement's practitioners, some of whom are now permanently residing
in Val Borbera.

The Sahaja Yoga community organizes many global meditation gatherings and cultural
events in Albera and Cabella Ligure. These events include concerts, festivals, and
conferences, attracting thousands of people from around the world each year. The community
owns or manages several properties in the municipalities of Cantalupo, Albera, and Cabella
Ligure, including some accommodation facilities, a large meditation centre (hangar)mand
various real estate assets, including Palazzo Doria, which houses the Shri Mataji Nirmala
Devi World Foundation. Since its establishment, the Sahaja Yoga community has been a
significant driver for the social and economic development of the valley (see Barbera et al.,
2015), thanks to the thousands of devotees who visit Val Borbera every year, the settlement of
new residents, and the management of small businesses such as the Hotel Posta (the only
existing hotel in Cabella Ligure) and the numerous cultural activities.

Impact on the Sahaja Yoga Community

The construction of the wind farm infringes on the religious sentiments and rights of the
Sahaja Yoga community, which regards the Val Borbera area, and particularly Palazzo Doria
in Cabella Ligure (see Figure 1), as a sacred place. This palace was the residence of Shri
Mataji and, for those who practise Sahaja Yoga, is considered a place of pilgrimage, "the
home of our spiritual mother in Italy" (more information about the history of Palazzo Doria
for the Sahaja Yoga community here).

Fiure 1. Photomontage produced by the proposing copa showing the wind turbines that would
be installed on the mountains behind Palazzo Doria (top right).




The project's realisation would deny the community the right to continue using their places of
worship as they have used them for the past three decades. This contradicts the United
Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based
on Religion or Belief (1981), Article 6: "In accordance with article 1 of the present
Declaration, the rights and freedoms set forth in article 1 include, inter alia, the following
rights: (a) The right to worship or assemble in connection with a religion or belief, and to
establish and maintain places for these purposes."

The installation of turbines over 200 metres high on the mountains behind Palazzo Doria
would alter the iconic landscape of the main place of worship for a community that has
thousands of devotees worldwide. Those who practise Sahaja Yoga perceive the mountains
surrounding Palazzo Doria as a distinctive element of their place of worship and a
characteristic of the landscape they enjoy for their spiritual practices.

Therefore, any modification of the landscape or intervention that alters the integrity of these
places can be considered a violation of the rights of Sahaja Yoga practitioners. The
construction of the wind farm would compromise the sacred and symbolic environment that
the followers use for their spiritual practices, going against international law on the right to
manifest one's religion in a place considered sacred.

In summary, this installation would undermine the symbolic and emotional value that the
landscape around Cabella and Albera Ligure represents for the followers of Shri Mataji
Nirmala Devi, who chose Italy and Val Borbera as her international centre, receiving
honorary citizenship in 2006 and tirelessly promoting the revival of the area from both a
social and economic standpoint.

The reasons driving the Sahaja Yoga community to oppose the wind farm should not be
confused with NIMBYism ("Not in My Back Yard"). The Sahaja Yoga community is fully
supportive of the transition to renewable energy, to the point of promoting an initiative to
establish a renewable energy community (CER) in collaboration with various municipal
administrations in Val Borbera (Barison, 2024). Moreover, its founder, Shri Mataji, had
already expressed her interest and support for renewable energy sources in the early 1980s
(Shri Mataji, 1983).

The Sahaja Yoga community opposes the proposed wind farm because, in addition to not
respecting their rights, it also fails to align with the fundamental principles of a just transition
as outlined by the European Union (Verdolini et al., 2024). These principles are based on the
concept of energy justice (University of Sussex, 2023), which calls for a fair distribution of
the benefits and costs associated with the energy transition, transparency and inclusiveness in
decision-making processes, and the recognition of historical diversities and inequalities,
especially of the most marginalised and vulnerable communities.

The proposed plant does not distribute its benefits and costs equitably between rural and
urban areas. Furthermore, active citizen participation from the early design stages has not
been ensured, thus excluding important stakeholders from decision-making processes. The
proposal does not even recognise the rights and vulnerabilities of the territory, which is
considerably more disadvantaged than others due to increasing depopulation and the



reduction of public services. Therefore, from a perspective strictly linked to the justice of the
energy transition, the project does not respect fundamental principles of fairness ignoring the
importance of places that are imbued with deeply rooted symbolic, emotional, and relational
elements in the spiritual life of the Sahaja Yoga community.

In addition to these considerations, the potential economic repercussions deserve particular
attention. The installation of the wind farm not only violates the rights and sentiments of the
Sahaja Yoga community but also poses a significant economic threat. This installation could
reduce tourism flows, including those related to the Sahaja Yoga community. Religious
tourism attracts thousands of visitors each year and has contributed to the settlement of an
increasing number of families in the valley. Tourists and new families provide significant
support to the local economy, shopping in stores, frequenting cafes and restaurants, and using
public services that would otherwise be at risk of closure. In this way, they not only support
the economy but also strengthen the social fabric of the valley, ensuring its vitality and
sustainability over time.
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