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The First Round includes 13 blocks in the Adriatic Sea covering an area of 3,191 sq km.

http://www.petroleum.me/ 

 

- On 18 January 2016, the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism of 
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Subject: Comments on Public Consultations for the Draft Report of the Strategic Environmental Impact 

Assessment for the Program of Exploration and Production of Hydrocarbons Offshore Montenegro

The undersigned Matteo d'Ingeo, as President-spokesman for the " Comitato cittadino per la Bonifica marina 

a tutela del diritto alla salute e all’ambiente salubre” (Citizens' Committee for Marine Reclamation to protect 

th and a healthy environment), hereinafter referred to Comitato Bonifica Molfetta 
recorded April 3, 2014 with the N. 8987/3, with headquarters in Via F. Campanella, 50, Molfetta (Ba), 

having as a statutory objective "the protection of the right to public health and a healthy environment", 

Coordinamento NoTriv Terra di Bari" and Francesco Masi on behalf of the 

Coordinamento No Triv Basilicata” state as follows. 

The Ministry of Economy, Government of Montenegro, published on 7th of August, 2013 the First Round for the 

Production Concession Contract, under the Law on Exploration and Production of Hydrocarbons, at the Official 

 

The Deadline for submission of applications/bids expired on 28thFebruary 2014 at 15:00 (UTC + 01).

The First Round includes 13 blocks in the Adriatic Sea covering an area of 3,191 sq km. 

On 18 January 2016, the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism of Montenegro asked Italy to 

express its interest in participating in “Public Consultations for the Draft Report of the Strategic 
Environmental Impact Assessment for the Program of Exploration and Production of Hydrocarbons 

as required by Directive 2001/42 / EC and the SEA Protocol to the Espoo Convention on 

environmental impact assessment in a trans-boundary context (signed in Kiev in 2003);

Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment 

for the Program of Exploration and Production of Hydrocarbons Offshore Montenegro 
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Mrs Ljiljana Maksimović 

Ministry of Economy 

info@mek.gov.me  

Rimski trg 46 

81000 Podgorica 

Montenegro 

 

Dott. Mariano Grillo 

Direzione Generale per le Valutazioni Ambientali  

Divisione II Sistemi di Valutazione Ambientale 

Ministero dell’Ambiente, della Tutela del Territorio e del Mare  
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Subject: Comments on Public Consultations for the Draft Report of the Strategic Environmental Impact 

Assessment for the Program of Exploration and Production of Hydrocarbons Offshore Montenegro. 

Comitato cittadino per la Bonifica marina 

Citizens' Committee for Marine Reclamation to protect 

Comitato Bonifica Molfetta 
recorded April 3, 2014 with the N. 8987/3, with headquarters in Via F. Campanella, 50, Molfetta (Ba), 

alth and a healthy environment", Rosanna 

and Francesco Masi on behalf of the 

published on 7th of August, 2013 the First Round for the 

Production Concession Contract, under the Law on Exploration and Production of Hydrocarbons, at the Official 

February 2014 at 15:00 (UTC + 01). 

 

Montenegro asked Italy to 

Public Consultations for the Draft Report of the Strategic 
Environmental Impact Assessment for the Program of Exploration and Production of Hydrocarbons 

Directive 2001/42 / EC and the SEA Protocol to the Espoo Convention on 

boundary context (signed in Kiev in 2003); 
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-The Government of Montenegro asked to receive comments to the draft program, the Environmental Report and 

the non-technical summary published on the website of the Ministry of Economy of Montenegro by 15 February; 

 

- In a note dated 22 January 2016 Italy expressed interest in participating in cross-border consultations to the 

Montenegro authorities, asking at the same time, to encourage public consultation in Italy, to receive an Italian 

language version of the non-technical summary and an extension of time for submission of their comments 

 

- The Program of Exploration and Production of Hydrocarbons Offshore that Government of Montenegro issued 

refers to the research and production of hydrocarbons that are found in the subsoil of the internal sea waters or 

the territorial sea of Montenegro, or in the subsoil of the continental shelf in the Adriatic Sea within the line of 

demarcation with neighboring countries, over which Montenegro, in accordance with international law, 

exercises jurisdiction and sovereignty; 

 

- The Program of Exploration and Production of Hydrocarbons Offshore Montenegro includes part of the 

continental shelf and territorial waters of Montenegro, for a surface of 3,191 sq km, where 13 blocks are located. 

The coordinates of blocks are listed in the "Decision on Defining Blocks for Award of Concession Contract for 

Production of Hydrocarbons in Offshore Montenegro" in the "Official Gazette of Montenegro 42/12 of 31 July 

2012":  

http://www.petroleum.me/fajlovi/petroleum/editor_fajlovi/Decision_on_Defining_Blocks_for_Award_of_Conces

sion_Contract_for_Production_of_Hydrocarbons_in_Offshore_Monten.pdf. 

The size of each search site varies from 1,5 to 6,1 sq km. The eastern border of the area subject to concession is a 

line varying in distance from 2 to 5 km from the coastline. The remaining boundaries of the concession area are 

established in accordance with international agreements with neighboring states. The most southwesterly point 

of block 8 is about 120 km from the coast of Apulia Region. 

 

- During the research period, activities such as the execution of 2D and 3D seismic surveys and exploratory 

drilling will take place, as well as numerous case studies with the purpose of collecting geological and 

geophysical data to assess the presence of potential hydrocarbons and ascertain the geological structures as 

accurately as possible. 

 

Considering that 
 

- On 28.07.2014 the Comitato Bonifica Molfetta (CBM), in the person of its President, forwarded comments to 

the Global Petroleum Company, which documented interference between ordnance unexploded dumping 
sites and hydrocarbon extraction blocks. These observations are fully confirmed. 

 

- On 11.03.2015 the Comitato Bonifica Molfetta (CBM) and Coordinamento NoTriv Terra di Bari sent 

additions to the observations of the  Global Petroleum Company to the Ministry of the Environment which have 

been confirmed in full; 

 

- On 19.04.2015 the Comitato Bonifica Molfetta (CBM) and Coordinamento NoTriv Terra di Bari sent 

comments to the Cross-boundary Consultations for the Plan and Framework Programme for Research and 

production of hydrocarbons in the Republic of Croatia in the Adriatic, reiterating the need to investigate the 

possible risks related to the use of Air Gun, and to future drilling in the presence of unexploded ordnance with  

chemical content from both the Second World War and the recent conflict in the Balkans, which are confirmed in 

full. 

 

In light of the above, the  Comitato Bonifica Molfetta (CBM) e il Coordinamento NoTriv Terra di Bari  wish 

to highlight that 

 

• Annex 1 Fig. 1 clearly shows that the blocks 8 and 9 of the Program of Exploration and Production of 

Hydrocarbons Offshore Montenegro fall partly in an area indicated by charts and vessels as unexploded 

ordnance dumping site, as reported on the "MAP OF ORDNANCE UNEXPLODED DUMPING SITES IN 

THE SOUTHERN ADRIATIC SEA - R.E.D.C.O.D. project (Research on Environmental Damage caused by 

Chemical Ordnance Dumped at sea) co-funded by the European Commission (action B4-3070 / 

2003/368585 / SUB / D.3)). 
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• Similar feedback is found relating to blocks 1, 2, 6, 7, 10 overlapping the Nautical Chart n. 186 of The 

United Kingdom Hydrographic Office "Bar and Vlore to Brindisi to Vieste", scale 1:300,000, with updates 

of  sailors reports to 2008 (see Fig. 2 Ann. 1). 

• The geophysical prospecting techniques to be carried out with the use of Air-Guns and the like, for 

future provisional and definitive drilling wells, have probably never been correlated with the thousands 

of unexploded ordnance which have sunk in the areas under survey as well as other neighboring areas. 

It is also probable that no account has been taken by the applicant companies of  their possible 

synergistic and cumulative effects on explosive devices of  both chemical and conventional nature, or of 

the effect of  seismic waves produced by Air-Gun trials for future drilling; and that there has been no 

mapping, prospecting or geo-referencing of unexploded ordnance present in that vast overlapping area 

or bordering it, not only regarding the survey areas affected by today's requirements, but also other 

areas. Therefore, we wish to urgently communicate these findings to the Italian authorities, to the 
Italian  Ministry and the Montenegrin Ministry, with the aim of stopping the processing of 

concessions of the blocks and thus the consequent start of explorations and surveys until the 

respective Ministries of Defense, Environment and Economic Development in cooperation with  
military bodies have not verified the dangercreated by the presence of explosive war remnants 

in all areas and in all the sub-areas impacted by  investigative activities involved with the search 

for hydrocarbons; 

• February 16, 2015: a complaint to the prosecutor in Pesaro in July 2014 was published in "Il Resto del 

Carlino" by the President of the “Coordinamento Nazionale Bonifica Armi Chimiche” (National 

Coordination Reclamation Chemical Weapons)(Annex no. 2)  indicating the presence off the coast of 

Pesaro of  thousands of chemical bombs loaded with arsenic and mustard gas, sunk by the 

Sonderkommando Meyer under the orders of Hitler in the summer of 1944 (Annex no. 3); More 

informations about this document is are reported in the book "Veleni di Stato” (Poisons State) edited by 

Gianluca Di Feo.  

• Unfortunately the problem of the presence of unexploded bombs affects the whole basin of the 

Adriatic Sea and thus all instances of prospecting for hydrocarbons presented by all applicant 

companies even beyond Italian borders. The ministries concerned in the countries bordering on the 

Adriatic Sea must necessarily take this cumbersome and dangerous presence into account. 

 

Moreover, referring to the Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment (SEA) of hydrocarbons exploration 

and production activities in the offshore Montenegro and NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

(http://www.mek.gov.me/ResourceManager/FileDownload.aspx?rId=225188&rType = 2) of the Program it is 

also pointed out that: 

 

In the NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY, Montenegro is described as "[…] a leading country in environmental 

awareness. In 1991 deputies of the Parliament of Montenegro decided to do something that no other state had 

ever considered, which was to declare Montenegro the world's first ecological state. This declaration was 

stipulated in the country's constitution in 1994. Article 1 "STATE" stipulates that Montenegro is a democratic, 
social and ecological state. The latest Constitution adopted in 2007 stipulates in Article 1 that Montenegro is a 

civil, democratic, ecological state of social justice, based on the rule of law […]". 

 

Despite intentions of following the Norwegian model, whereby most of the revenues coming from oil and gas 

extraction activities must be deposited in a special fund (sovereign fund) to be used for the needs of future 

generations, with the remainder given over to current development by supporting priority sectors in 

Montenegro, such as tourism and environmental protection, no account has been taken of the impact of 

accidents at wells or platforms in a closed basin such as the Adriatic Sea. 

 

It is known that the use of Air-Guns for geo-seismic exploration can cause damage and behavioral alterations 
which are sometimes fatal, in very different marine species, particularly Cetaceans, at up to several 

kilometers distance (ref. ISPRA Technical report "Valutazione e mitigazione dell’impatto acustico dovuto alle 

prospezioni geofisiche nei mari italiani” (Rating and acoustic impact mitigation due to geophysical prospecting in 

the Italian seas) by Bertolini S., Borsani JF., Curcuruto S., De Rinaldis L., Farchi C., 2012). 

The proposal to signal the beginning of such practices to resident or transitory Cetaceans by using low power 

(the so-called "soft-start") would only confuse the animals rather than act as a clear starting signal. 

 

Although Figure 8 of NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY shows the presence of Cetaceans in the area subject to 

exploration projects, no maps are provided of the overlaps between the prospective blocks and the presence of 
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the Cetaceans themselves. In addition no information is given highlighting the interference of prospecting 
routes with those of Cetaceans or of any possible escape routes in case of a meeting between them. 

 

As reported in the study "Possibili effetti sui Cetacei derivanti dalle attività di prospezione geologica per la 
ricerca idrocarburi in mare e dalle eventuali successive fasi di trivellazione” (Possible effects on Cetaceans 

resulting from geological prospecting for oil at sea search and any subsequent phases of drilling) the Jonian 

Dolphin Conservation of Taranto (http://www.joniandolphin.it/wordpress/wp-

content/uploads/2013/12/CETACEI.pdf), "any drilling activities, the construction of a temporary or permanent 

platform, as well as the extraction activities, storage and transport of hydrocarbons, that normally follow the 

first phase of exploration, individually represent factors which have important acoustic and chemical  impacts on 

the ecosystem. The Cetaceans may, in fact, be exposed to different chemical molecules present in the 

hydrocarbon complex (or used to treat oil spills as dispersants) by direct inhalation or ingestion or absorption 

through the consumption of contaminated preys. In addition, hydrocarbons can cause skin and eye irritation in 

Cetaceans, burning of mucous membranes of the eyes and mouth, and increased susceptibility to infection. 

Finally, for large Cetaceans, the dispersed oil can pollute the baleen they use to filter water and retain food, so 

potentially can decrease their ability to take food". 

 

The possibility of intercepting a deposit of weapons was not considered as a possible accident, nor were the 

risks evaluated or the consequences discussed. Thus, actions to take immediately, the nature of long term 

cleaning up processes for the restoration of a pristine area, as well as the impact on marine life and entire 

ecosystem of the Adriatic Sea, were ignored. 

 

 

For these reasons, the C.B.M. Molfetta, Coordinamento NoTriv Terra di Bari and Coordinamento No Triv 
Basilicata ask to Ministry of Economy of Montenegro to reject the "Program of Exploration and 

Production of Hydrocarbons Offshore Montenegro ". 

 

This request for dismissal is also based on the lack of any proposed mapping, prospecting and geo-referencing 

of unexploded ordnance present in a wide overlapping or bordering area, not only within the survey areas 

affected by today's requirements, but also within the others present in the Adriatic Sea. 

 

 

Molfetta, 08.02.2016 

 
for “Comitato Bonifica Molfetta”   

  Matteo d’Ingeo    

 

for “ Coordinamento NoTriv Terra di Bari” 

  Rosanna Rizzi     

 

for “Coordinamento No Triv Basilicata”       

  Francesco Masi 

 

 

Address for correspondence: Matteo d’Ingeo - Via Quintino Sella, 13 -70056 Molfetta (Bari) - Italy  

cbm.molfetta@libero.it   -   mattingo@libero.it 

 rosanna.rizzi@archiworldpec.it   -  notriv.terradibari@gmail.com 
francesc.masi@tiscali.it 
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1.a

2.a

1.b

2.b

Fig. 1 
Overlapping between polygons of blocks of the Program of Exploration and Production 
of Hydrocarbons Offshore Montenegro (Fig. 1.a - source: NON-TECHNICAL 
SUMMARY  SEA_Rev E_NTS_10072015.pdf) and MAP OF ORDNANCE UNEXPLODED  
DUMPING SITES IN THE SOUTHERN ADRIATIC SEA - R.E.D.C.O.D. project (Research 
on Environmental Damage caused by Chemical Ordnance Dumped at sea) co-funded by 
the European Commission (action B4-3070 / 2003/368585 / SUB / D.3)).

Fig. 2
Overlapping of Fig. 1.a  and dumping sites as reported by the Nautical Chart n. 186 of 
The United Kingdom Hydrographic Office “Bar and Vlore to Brindisi to Vieste”, scale 
1:300,000, with updates of  sailors reports to 2008 (Figg. 2.a and 2.b - source: http://
www.ukho.gov.uk/);

Fig. 3 
IN RED
Ordnance Unexploded Dumping Sites (as reported on Fig. 2.a) 

IN BLUE
•	 Blocks 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 28, 29, 30 of the Program of Exploration and 

Production of Hydrocarbons Offshore Montenegro as reported on website 
of Ministry of Economy del Montenegro and Oil&Gas Montenegro website (fonti: 
http://www.mek.gov.me/ e http://www.petroleum.me)

Maps edited by Rosanna Rizzi
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