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Key features NCEA

• Advisory body with a statutory basis, 
established in 1987, as integral part of EA 
regulation

• Independent, expert body

• Advise on both EIA and SEA, scoping and 
quality review

• Advice is non-binding
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consultation on scope EIA

undertake & document EIA

consultation on EIA report

justification in decision-making

monitoring and evaluation

NCEA advises on ToR

The NCEA in the Dutch EIA/SEA process

NCEA review of EIA
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How does NCEA work?

• Secretariat puts together 
expert group for each 
advice

• Access to database of 
experts

• Secretariat adds chair 
and technical secretary
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Site visit

• Expert group always visits site, together with 

the competent authority and proponent
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Expert group meetings
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Nature of review

• Technical not administrative review! NCEA 
does not advise on the decision itself

• NCEA also looks at whether the plan 
complies with existing plans, policies and 
standards

• NCEA takes into account stakeholder 
opinions, when requested
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Advice always published

• Draft advice 
presented to 
proponent and 
competent authority

• Clarification not 
negotiation!

• Final advice 
published on 
website
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Time and cost

• 6 – 9 weeks to deliver advice

• NCEA budget about € 6 million in 2011
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Who pays?

• Combination of 3 ministries:

– Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment,

– Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and 

Innovation 

– Ministry of Education, Culture and Science 
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Pricetag

• For competent authority:

– Mandatory  advice = free

– Voluntary advice:

• costs € 5.000 (until 1-7-2012)

• after 1-7-2012: € 5.000, € 10.000 or € 24.000 

(depending on type of activity)
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Is it working?

• 50% cases NCEA concludes essential 
ommissions and advises to collect 
additional information

• Usually the advise is followed by 
competent authority (90%)

• Evaluations shows that most stakeholders 
value role of NCEA in Dutch system
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Knowledge centre
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www.eia.nl



Questions?
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Natura 2000 areas



Natura 2000 & EIA/SEA

• Does project/plan have significant effects 
on N2000?

• Yes/maybe: appropriate assessment

• Is mandatory in SEA

• Level of detail AA and project/plan should 
fit:

– Power plant (project): need of detailed 

information

– Plans: much difference in level of detail 
22


